Proposed outline for the December 4 meeting on the topic of Fundamentalism (“F”)

1) Definition:

As you can see from the link
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:fundamentalism&sa=X&ei=6BG6TKOEJsSBswaH-sHMDQ&ved=0CBIQkAE
there exists a number of the different definitions of fundamentalism. 

I would suggest starting with the following definition, taken from 
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?s=fundamentalism
“The interpretation of every word in the sacred texts as literal truth”

This definition describes the very essence of (religious) F, which gave this phenomenon its name. 

2) Varieties:

The Wikipedia entry http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fundamentalism provides an excellent overview including non-religious forms of F. 

I would suggest going over this quickly and proceed to the examination of the psychological aspects of F.

3) Psychology:

The article (http://anitra.net/activism/fundamentalism/psychology.html) describes the psychological traits of fundamentalism and refers to life experience of fundamentalists that seems to encourage these traits.
The other article (http://www.accommodements.qc.ca/documentation/memoires/Montreal-d/lamarre-suzanne06-0286-de-00.pdf) looks at F from the perspective of a Canadian psychiatrist and provides an illustration of reported cases of F and the discussion in the media. It also contains lots of references. I would suggest using this as background information to get a feeling of the situation as it is perceived in North America.

The following link refers to one approach of how to help people get out of (religious) F following the principles of Alcoholic Anonymous (AA). 

5) Fundamentalists Anonymous:

http://fundamentalistsanonymous.wordpress.com/2008/04/05/fundamentalists-anonymous/
For everyone familiar with the 12 step program this is just a reminder of the different adaptations of the original AA approach to addiction. If it works I don’t know …

6) Literature:
As I am aware of the limited time available to all of us I chose the book by Reza Aslan, Beyond Fundamentalism:… http://www.amazon.de/Beyond-Fundamentalism-Confronting-Religious-Globalization/dp/0812978307/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books-intl-de&qid=1287347659&sr=1-1
which offers an easy to read access to understanding the phenomenon of F as it is currently perceived and debated. For the purpose of our meeting I recommend reading the Introduction and last two chapters of Part Three: The End of the War as We Know It, i.e. Generation E, and The Middle Ground.

Last, but not least, I also recommend looking into the following article by Basam Tibi, Europeanisation, not Islamisation (http://www.signandsight.com/features/1258.html)
There the author argues for Euro-Islam as a bridge between civilizations.
I guess this is quite a lot of material and I am looking forward to an interesting discussion.

See you soon

Leo
